
You w
ill find a problem

 you can’t w
ait to solve,

and it w
ill keep you up som

e nights.

D
etecting lost vocabulary w

ords is the focus of your research. 
W

hat’s the one w
ord you’d never w

ant to forget?

For sophom
ore SW

ETA
 KA

RLEKA
R that m

eans developing a com
puter 

program
 to analyze patients’ speech and detect lost vocabulary w

ords, an early 
sign of A

lzheim
er’s disease. A

s a part of Professor M
ohit Bansal’s research 

team
, Sw

eta hopes her program
 w

ill one day help identify and treat A
lzheim

er’s 
disease earlier.

M
y parents have been calling m

e “sona” since I w
as a child so it holds a 

special place in m
y heart. Sona is the H

indi w
ord for gold, but it’s also used 

as an endearing term
 tow

ard the people closest to you. To m
e, it holds the 

m
eaning of fam

ily, w
hich I hope to alw

ays rem
em

ber.

W
e know

 that 60%
 of Carolina undergraduates conduct research. 

H
ow

 did you find your opportunity?

I got in touch w
ith D

r. Bansal to ask a few
 questions about his research and 

our conversation turned into m
y job interview

. Being m
entored by D

r. Bansal 
has been challenging and rew

arding. M
y first sem

ester w
as full of trial and 

error on how
 to balance everything. D

r. Bansal rem
inds m

e of the im
pact of 

m
y research – how

 every project I w
ork on opens doors to graduate school 

and future job opportunities.


